
Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, or
questioning (LGBTQ) youth and those perceived
as LGBTQ are at an increased risk of being
bullied. Results from the 2017 Youth Risk
Behavior Survey show that, nationwide, more
U.S. high school students who self-identify as
lesbian, gay, or bisexual (LGB) report having
been bullied on school property (33%) and
cyberbullied (27.1%) in the past year, than their
heterosexual peers (17.1% and 13.3%,
respectively.
If your child is experiencing bullying, don’t
hesitate to take them out of the school system
and demand interventions.Bullying is an assault
and punishable, so don’t be afraid to call the
police and an attorney.  Even if the crime is not
considered a felony a fine may be imposed.  The
police can also put families in contact with the
victim advocacy agency in your county.

Everyone Deserves to Feel Safe
By Kati Gray-Sadler
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Earlier this month, Philadelphia-based Fifty Shades
of Purple Against Bullying hosted a free “STAND UP
TO BULLYING” event at the Deptford Mall. Local
area children had the opportunity to pose with
Superman and Wonder Woman, get temporary body
art at the superhero “tattoo parlor,” recharge with
snacks provided by Chick-Fil-A, and participate in
other arts and crafts. Parents and kids were also
given the chance to be real life heroes and sign a
pledge to stand up for victims of bullying.
Staffed entirely by volunteers, FSPAB is a non-
profit organization dedicated to eradicating
bullying, and addressing the effects of bullying
across the entire age spectrum.
FSPAB is grateful for the support of the Deptford
Mall, Chick-Fil-A, Woodbury High School and
Magical Memories Entertainment for helping to
bring this fantastic event to fruition. Special
thanks also goes out to the Philadelphia Phillies
and Flyers Skate Zone for their donation of
giveaway prizes.

Be A Superhero!
By Ruth D. Smith, Educational Committee Co-Chair
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"No victim of bullying should ever be without their
own team of superheroes!" 

- Kati Gray-Sadler
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Fifty Shades of Purple Against Bullying aka FSP Against
Bullying stated they were proud to participate in this year’s
Philadelphia Pride Celebrations.  The theme is “Stonewall
50,” the 50th anniversary of the Stonewall riots and the
beginning of the LGBT rights movement.  
“Nigel Shelby 15 year old high school student died by
suicide after being the target of homophobic bullying on
April 22nd.   These tragedies are becoming more frequent
and are painful reminders every day of the bullying attacks
on LGBTQ people in schools and in the workplace. We
represent thousands of voices! It’s our responsibility to stay
vigilant, stand up, speak up and hold the power that be
accountable for violent acts!” says Gray-Sadler.
On May 2nd The Department of Health and Human Services
has announced a rule that would allow healthcare workers
like doctors, nurses, emergency personnel, and hospice
workers to discriminate if they cite their religious beliefs as
justification.
The rule would allow workers to refuse to provide basic
health care like birth control, refuse to treat women who
have had abortions, and discriminate against gay or lesbian
individuals and their families, including their children.

Importance of Pride
By Kati ‘Jazz’ Gray-Sadler, Founder/Board President

"The recent rule passed by the Department of Health
and Human Services underscores how hugely important
our role is in educating and building community.  FSP
Against Bullying is working tirelessly to eradicate
bullying and to spread the message that underserved
does not equal under deserved.  
We can be proud of how far we’ve come since the
Stonewall riots but every LGBTQ+ suicide, murder,
incident of bullying, denial of health care services,
employment termination or example of housing
discrimination is a reminder that bullying is still a public
health crisis.   
For FSP Against Bullying Philadelphia’s 31st PrideDay
will be a day of celebration and reflection."

Words From Marchee Briant
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That boy encouraged other kids to harass, stalk, assault, and bully her on his behalf over the next three years.  My
outgoing confident, smart, beautiful little girl became a class punching bag for boys and girls.The school claimed that her
grades were falling because I wasn’t helping her enough with her homework.  When she began cutting herself they
recommended family counseling.  Until this day she cannot identify why she hid from me what was happening other than
she didn’t want to “freak me out” or upset me because she began believing she was a “loser” and that “it must be
somehow be her fault”. 
In 2014, at 13 years old she came to me late one Sunday evening and explained that she was taunted by a classmate and
told that when she arrived at school that following Monday there was a rumor that the main bully had arranged to have
her jumped and raped behind a middle school stairway.  I did make another police report and she was correct, the
violence escalated against her but this time I held the school administrators responsible.  When the administration could
not control the students and the parents of those students being investigated, I took her out of the school for the rest of
the year. 
Once high school commenced I believed and was told that the students would mature and the bullies would no longer
make my daughter their focus.  We were incorrect.  It began again on the first day of High school.  Although there were
four restraining orders, and five criminal cases being prosecuted, the kids and their families kept making Kiana and me
the focus of their fury, slander and rumors. It became so dark for us and she contemplated suicide.  I felt like I was losing
her. Once high school commenced I believed and was told that the students would mature and the bullies would no
longer make my daughter their focus.  We were incorrect.  It began again on the first day of High school.It was so
frustrating to not be heard and to watch her become more depressed, angry and hopeless.  While she was dealing with
the emotional damage that had been done, I just didn’t know where to turn and her hopelessness felt like quicksand.   

In 2011 my then 10 year old daughter, Kiana, was
excited to start her new school in a new  district.
Within a couple of months of attending, she came
home one day with bruises on her face, legs, and ribs. 
She explained that another ten year old had asked her
to be his girlfriend and when she declined he had a
group of kids hold her down while he pulled her hair,
punched and kicked her. 
I raced home from work and started making phone
calls to the school.  I quickly realized that school either
could not or would not intervene enough to ensure
her safety.  I tried to talk with the boy’s father and
custodial parent but he completely dismissed me and
my concerns.   I was left with no choice so I made a
police report.  I thought I had handled the problem.     
 I had no idea that that was just the start of my child’s
daily abuse and bullying at school.

Humanity's Future 

By Nicole Cuciontta, Parent Advocate
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The schools had nothing in place.  Kiana planned to take her life by stepping in front of the Berwyn train.  I could not leave her
alone at all.  While I was looking for help and out of desperation would have tried anything that might help.  An acquaintance
introduced me to a Buddhist practice called Nicherin Buddhism.  I had no faith or interest but I was emotionally and financially
depleted and at best hoped the meditation would at least help reduce my stress.  It did and so much more than that.  It
transformed our lives.
Practicing Buddhism helped me to look at our situation differently.  I was able to convince her that leaving the school, our
home and the state wasn’t running away but that our mission was elsewhere. This new appreciation of a terrible situation
gave us the strength to travel three hours to and from court hearings that ultimately resulted in four criminal felony
convictions and having one perpetrator help convict the others.  We knew we were doing this for other families, future victims
and even possibly saving the lives of these five young boys.
Don’t get me wrong, Kiana was still behind in school and fighting depression and anxiety in her new high school setting.I found
her a PTSD expert, Ann Gaulin who has done extensive work with sex abuse victims.  Ann helped Kiana to step outside of her
state of panic. 
The #MeToo movement was beginning just as the criminal trials against Kiana’s abusers were ending.  Although our life still
felt fragile I could see the light as I was actively participating in Buddhist activities. The Soka Gakkai International (SGI) is a
grass-roots Buddhist organization.  The President of the SGI, Daisaku Ikeda, has dedicated his life to spreading the message of
peace across the world.  Mr. Ikeda recognizes and has stressed that our youth are the key to Humanity’s future.It was with that
attitude of fostering and raising young people to stand up for dignity and respect of all people that my daughter and I delve
into SGI activities such as the “50,000 Lions of Justice Festival”. The festival took place in stadiums in nine states across the
US.  It was a huge success that brought over 50K young people of all backgrounds together for one purpose of promoting
respect of all people and vowing to treat them with the dignity they deserve while changing the world.  My daughter continues
to participate in the youth activities and to support other local youth to be brave and to stand up for justice.   We both enjoy
introducing people to this practice of polishing one’s life and winning over all obstacles by changing poison into medicine.    
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Evening of Elegance

Stories about suicide associated with bullying trend daily in the news— it has become a genuine
public health problem. At least one in four students in the United States say they have been
bullied at school, with most occurring in middle school, a crucial stage in the development of our
youth. With bullying being such a widespread phenomenon, people want to help. Notably,
MaryElizabeth Smith and Paul Hansen, the Smith Hansen Team of Keller Williams Tribeca,
stepped up to the plate and generously offered to host an art benefit for Fifty Shades of Purple
Against Bullying. In addition to the numerous sponsors the 2017 & 2018 Arts  Against Bullying
Honorees Chris Klapper, Patrick Gallagher and Meredith O'Connor were among the celebrities
gathered to help, artists from NYC and Philadelphia and donated their art and time, with
proceeds from the event going directly to the fight to stop bullying nationwide.The Smith Hansen
Team, of Keller Williams Tribeca, hosted an art benefit with nonprofit Fifty Shades of Purple
Against Bullying. “Arts Against Bullying – An Evening of Elegance” took place on May 19 from 5 to
8 p.m. in a pre-war loft unit in the McIntyre Building at 874 Broadway in Manhattan. Artists
including Jed Williams, Perry Milou, Gilbert Lewis, Stacia Friedman, Masa Tsuda, Mikel Elam,
Yolanda Ward and Sheila Sheedfar donated pieces to be sold at the benefit. Proceeds will help
Fifty Shades of Purple Against Bullying, whose mission is to support victims of bullying and their
families.

“Having been personally affected by the devastation of bullying, we
are honored to partner with such a deserving cause.”

 - Mary Elizabeth Smith and Paul Hansen

  - Mary Elizabeth Smith and Paul Hansen
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An Evening of Elegance” took place on May 19 in a pre-war loft unit in the McIntyre Building at 874 Broadway in
Manhattan. Artists including Jed Williams, Perry Milou, Gilbert Lewis, Stacia Friedman, Masa Tsuda, Mikel Elam,
Yolanda Ward and Sheila Sheedfar donated pieces to be shown and sold during the course of the evening. 
 
Hors d’oeuvres and wine were provided as guests mingled and viewed the powerful and stunning pieces
exhibited. The three-hour event raised $6500 for FSPAB, and resulted in $17,000 worth of art being donated,
currently for sale via www.artsagainstbullying.org. 
 
It was an evening to remember—all thanks to the kindness of people who agree that
everyone, kids and adults alike, deserve to feel safe.

In addition to the generosity shown by the Smith Hansen
team, the following sponsors also donated their time and
services: Carl Santina (Mr. Inspections Home), David
Ostrowsky (Loan Depot),
Elise Leve (Citizens Bank), Luke Hoback, Mark Chin (Keller
Williams Tribeca),
Rachel Glory, Scott Olsen (Black Tie Catering), Stan
Johnson (Stan Johnson
Photography), Steven Parillis (Betesh & Associates), and
Turner Rouse.
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The Philadelphia LGBT Pride Parade &
Festival will be Sunday, June 9, 2019 – is the
largest celebration of LGBT pride in the
region, attracting over 25,000 people each
year. This is their 31st PrideDay!
Interested parties who wants to be part of
our  next issue, simply contact our
copywriter,  Helene Huynh
Please stay engaged with FSP Against
Bullying and our social media pages and
check into getting onto our email list for the
FSP Chronicles. We will continue to publish
great resources and developments with our
programs!

FRIENDLY REMINDERS

As a young person, I experienced and witnessed bullying in school. It often occurs out of the sight of adults
or authority figures, so victims are left to fend for themselves or rely on peers for help. The effects of
bullying can be devastating at any age, but especially to kids. Luckily, I had a strong support system for
myself and I was also able to help support the people around me when they needed it. I am proud to have
stood up for others even when it was not "popular" to do so.
Dr. Spooner believed strongly that resilience is a key component to our ability to overcome adversity. The
scholarship was started to acknowledge and provide support to individuals who have experienced bullying
and risen above those challenges through resilience. Dr. Spooner had the idea for the scholarship and
provided the seed money to get it started. It is now named after her and is awarded to individuals who have
used resilience to meet challenges in their lives.

The scholarship is just getting launched but we are
currently planning for the awards to be given during
FSP's Arts Against Bullying event in September. I am
involved in the marketing, fundraising, administrative
duties and other responsibilities related to the
scholarship.
The only information to share right now is the
existence of the program, since it's just getting ready
to be launched. 
Working with FSP has been a great blessing in my life.        
I am humbled to be able to share in the extremely
important work of the organization. I'm grateful for
my role in working on the Scholarship because it
allows me to help in a small way to support others
who've been affected by bullying. And it is in the
name of my Mom, who helped so many, and was truly
a ray of light in this world. 

How is Resilience Awarded?
By Mary Spooner, FSP Board Member
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